
INSTRUCTIONS​:  
- write a substantive commentary (about a paragraph) in your own words for each (5 

points a piece)​.  
- Your commentary should: 

1. name the text or film it came from 
2. describe what is happening in the excerpt  
3. discuss each excerpt in relation to parody, caricature, and/or satire, using 

one or more of these key terms.  
 

 
 

1. Oscar Wilde, “The Decay of Lying”  
a. Potential Quiz Passage 

b.  

c.  
 

2. Venus Xtravaganza, “Paris is Burning” 
a. Potential Quiz Passage 
b. I want a car. I want to be with the man I love. I want a nice home, away from 

New York, up the Peekskills or maybe in Florida, somewhere far, where no 
one knows me. I want my sex change… I want to get married in church in 
white. I want to be a complete woman. I want to be a professional model 
behind cameras in a high fashion world. I want this, this is what I want. And 
I’m gonna go for it.  

c.  
 

 
3. Pepper LaBeija, “Paris is Burning” (Drag as “Self-parody that reeks of self love) 

a. Potential Quiz Passage 



b. The nagging about these women’s clothes! When she [Pepper’s mother] 
found women’s clothes stashed in my closet she would destroy them. She 
burned up a mink coat! I was…oh!...devastated.  

*** 

I’ve been a man. And I’ve been a man who emulated a woman, I’ve never 
been a woman…I can never say how a woman feels, I can only say how a 
man who acts like a woman or dresses like a woman feels​.  

c.  

 
 

4. Fantomina (Response to Rape) 
a. Potential Quiz Passage 

b.  

c.  
 

5. Fanomona (Skilled actor) 
a. Potential Quiz Passage 



b.

 
c.  

 
6. The Wife of Bath (General Prolouge Portrait) 

a. Potential Quiz Passage 



b.

 
c.  

 
7. The Wife’s Prologue II. (The contents of Jankin’s Book of WIcked Wives- Is the wife a 

“wicked wife”? 
a. Potential Quiz Passage  



b.

 
c.  


